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ABSTRACT

This thesis aims at studying Ven. Phra Nagasena Thera’s roles in and
methods of explaining the Buddhist doctrinal principles appearing in the book called
“Milindapafihd”, the method of using promptitude including the flowery and idiomatic
languages and his roles in propagating Buddhism, the results of which help Buddhism
spread out far and wide. The study is carried out by studying the doctrinal principles
and the method of answering questions appearing in the book called “Milindapaiiha”

in order to apply them to the method of spreading Buddhism in the present societies.

From the research, it is found that Ven. Phra Nagasena Thera was the monk
who was well versed in the Scriptures and the noble monk attaining the 4 types
discriminating knowledge. He explained in detail and deeply the doctrinal principles
appearing in Milindapafihd Scripture, quoting the figures of speech and the metaphors
to support his explanation. He also made use of the promptitude and the flowery

language in answering questions asked by King Milinda in such a way that the King
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had no doubt in his mind, and as a result respected and admired Buddhism more

and more.

Ven. Phra Nagasena Thera’s propagating Buddhism enables us to
understand the duty to be held by the good propagator who has to be possessed of both
wisdom and the full knowledge of what to be known that can be most utilized in the
useful way. On the other hand, the propagator must have the pleasurable modes of
conduct to cause the listeners to be faithful and put the doctrinal principle into practice
according to the well understanding. Ven. Phra Nagasena Thera had a personal model
and the method of propagating Buddhism of his own. This is to say, he could use his
personal tactics and promptitude in answering questions asked by King Milinda, both
in connection with the doctrinal principles in Buddhism and the Buddha’s conduct

including general problems.

From the research, one can know Ven. Phra Nigasena’s influence in
propagating Buddhism which enables one to be more interested, both in the essence
and the proposed method. At each time of propagation, it is better to help the listeners
get clarity, persuading power and wishing to put into practice and at last receiving
pleasure in practice. No matter whether it is the way of conversation or explaining
alone, all cause the listeners to receive much profit. Thus, it is the useful factor in

spreading Buddhism.

In addition to what has been mentioned, Ven. Nagasena Thera’s method of
spreading Buddhism by way of argument and answering question with King Milinda,
causes the collection of doctrinal principles and the explaining the conversation on the
Dhamma to arise, all of which were colleted and written as a scripture called
“Milindapafihd”. This scripture was the exemplary type of explanations and quotations

found in many later scriptures.
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