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ABSTRACT

This Thesis aims at studying the methods of solving the greed (Lobha)
problems in the present societies according to Theravada Buddhism. The objectives
are to study the greed in Theravada Buddhism, the problems arising from the greed in
the present societies and the method of solving the greed problems in the societies
according to Theravada Buddhism.

This thesis is a documentary research under three concepts mentioned above
in Theravada Buddhism.

The present problems in the societies are as follow:- A person who violates
the five precepts namely, killing, sexual misconduct, false speech and substance abuse
gives rise to social problems.

The above mentioned problems are caused by greed. Dhamma in Theravada

Buddhism can be applied in solving such problems or lessening them accordingly.
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From the study, it is found that the meaning of the greed is the desire or the
condition of the desire arising in human being’s mind. According to the Tipitaka and
the Commentaries, the greed is characterized as projecting the object into oneself. The
greed causes a person to misbehave and to have the defiled mind. It is the root of bad
conducts which can be categorized into 3 levels, namely:- the delicate level called
latent disposition (Anusaya), the middle level called obsession (Pariyutthana) and the
crude level called transgression (Vitikkama). The cause is the internal greed derived
from the internal source called ignorance, delusion (Avijja Moha) and the external
factor that is the desire (Raga) which is the stimulation of craving and clinging

(Tapha Upadana).

The result of the comparative analysis can be concluded that the social
problems which arise from the people’s greed in the past and the present which
appeared in the Theravada Buddhism are of the same behavior. The cause comes from
violating the five precepts which give harm to that person himself and to the societies
as well. Reviewing in the perspective of the Dependent Origination (the Law of
Causation) the defilement, the Kamma and the effect, it is found that the defilement is
the cause of greed, the desire in a wrong way contrary to morality. Kamma is part of
unwholesome conducts. Vipaka or the effect is part of receiving the result of

misconducts such as being arrested according to the law.

From studying the Theravada Buddhist Doctrines, it is found that the
Doctrinal principles that can be applied in solving the related problems of greed in the
present societies are:- Dana, the giving things to others in order to discard the greed
and the miserly from one’s mind. Morality (Sila) which is the abstaining from bodily
and verbally bad conducts in others’ possession. Contentment (Santosa) is the
doctrinal principle of eliminating the greed, satisfaction (being satisfied) with whatever

one wishes. Endurance (Khanti) is the forbearance of defilement and the greed or

Page 8 of 126
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(desire) for other’s possession and the patience in doing good deeds. Wisdom (Pafifia)
is the highest Dhamma in Buddhism, through the consideration of the bad effect
derived from the greed and defilement. Making note that greed is of the three
characteristics of impermanance, suffering and selflessness, one can tolerate the same

condition and contemplate for discarding the greed.

The aim of this thesis is, therefore, to spread the Buddha’s teaching
especially in connection with the greed which is the first demeritorious base; including
the way how to get rid of greed, how to support reducing the greed and how to
discontinue the greed for peace and happiness to oneself and many people in all

societies.
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